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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends

Principal’s Letter

The autumn term is the longest term of the year and 
there are many events and activities to report on 
which have taken place across the three schools.

The two week half term in October enables us to run a significant number of residential 
trips. The Music department organised a trip to Steinway Hall in London, where six ESMS 
pupils had the opportunity to take part in a Masterclass with a professional musician as well 
as work on solo pieces. 41 boys and girls from S4-S6 went on a cultural and history trip to 
Japan. 27 girls and 19 boys travelled to Los Angeles with the SMC Drama department.  
46 National 5 and Higher SMC and MES geographers visited Iceland in the October break. 
The Junior School organised its second cultural trip of the year to Greece for 15 girls 
and boys from Primary 6 & 7. 12 S5-6 boys and girls took part in the Marseille leg of the 
work experience exchange, while 20 S4 boys and girls took part in the Marseille leg of the 
French language exchange with Ecole de Provence from 5-13 October. I am grateful to my 
colleagues who devote considerable time to organising and accompanying these trips which 
our children benefit so much from taking part in. 

AUTUMN TERM EVENTS

Evening events in the autumn term included 

two Music Award Holders Concerts in The 

Dean. The concerts give an opportunity for 

our music award holders to perform in front  

of an audience. For some it was their first 

appearance and others have taken part four 

or five times over the years. The standard, as 

always, was exceptional and the space allows 

for all instruments to be played to their best 

– pipes, clarsach, piano, violin, guitar. We also 

attract a number of the former parishioners 

of the Dean Church who appreciate that the 

space is being used for such uplifting purposes. 

Other musical events included both the Senior 

School and Junior School Chamber Concerts 

in the TFC. The Senior School Chamber 

Concert filled the TFC. The concert gives 

younger, less experienced performers a chance 

to work with older more experienced ones 

and to hear their glorious music playing. We 

are blessed with an exceptionally talented 

bunch of S6 musicians this year. If you get the 

chance do come along to one of our concerts. 

Over three nights in November, the Senior 

School performed Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland in the round in the Mar Hall. The 

staging, costumes, make-up and comic timing 

of the cast were all superb! The Solo Piping 

and Drumming Competition was held across 

four different venues with over 70 children 

taking part – the largest number I have known. 

It is a tribute to instructors Robert Burns and 

Scott Walsh that learning the pipes and drums 

is so popular.
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STAY CONNECTED. You can find us at @esmsedinburgh on: 

HALO TRUST AND RUTH DAVIDSON VISIT 
Ruth Davidson MSP visited ESMS Junior School on Wednesday 9 October. The Junior School 

supports an initiative launched by the Halo Trust to raise awareness of the huge risks land  

mines still pose in previous war torn territories such as Zimbabwe. Ms Davidson met and was 

interviewed with some Junior School and together they swept a dummy mine field wearing all  

the protective gear. 

My address at the Remembrance assembly paid 

tribute to FP William Ward, a bomb aimer in 

WW2 who was killed in action over Holland 

following a raid. He is buried in Amsterdam 

and his headstone bears the SMC school 

motto ‘Never Unprepared’. The Wreath Laying 

ceremony took place at lunchtime and was 

attended by all SMC boys and P6 & 7 from the 

Junior School as well as all boys and girls who 

are members of the CCF. 

SPORT AND POLITICS

What an interesting combination and certainly 

one which presented us with a few logistical 

challenges back in December when on the 

same night we welcomed election guru 

Professor Sir John Curtice from Strathclyde 

University to speak at our Academic Forum 

shortly before the kick-off for the U18 

Scottish Schools’ Rugby Final at Murrayfield. 

Needless to say both events were a huge 

success with vocal audiences appreciating 

all the performances. A huge thank you to 

Mrs Molloy, Head of Modern Studies for 

securing Professor Curtice so close to Election  

Day and to our 1st XV squad for their 

powerful and decisive win over George 

Watson’s College. 

REVIEW OF THE THREE SCHOOLS’ 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2019/2020
1. To develop and promote the Outdoor 

Education programme for all children  
at ESMS.

This working party was chosen from each  

of the three schools with experience ranging 

from Nursery through to S6 and encompassing 

as much outdoors expertise as possible. The 

group have used the book by Simon Beames 

and Mike Brown on ‘Adventurous Learning’  

as a template for the pedagogy which should 

underpin the way ESMS attempt to deliver this 

wide ranging part of learning and education. 

The term ‘Outdoor Education’ is felt to be 

outdated. ‘Outdoor Learning’ (OL) appears  

to be more associated with curriculum and 

access for all. This term the group is focused  

on producing new literature to promote 

Outdoor Learning.

2. To improve cultural literacy  
and knowledge.

A working party, chaired by Allan McDiarmid, 

is considering ways in which we can develop 

cultural awareness amongst pupils at ESMS 

which is sparked by experiences beyond the 

classroom. We are keen to foster a culture of 

curiosity and are looking at co-curricular events 

and additional enrichment activities. Members 

of staff from each of the three schools have 

been meeting and recommendations will be 

made to the school’s Senior Management team 

later this term.

HOUSE MUSIC & HOUSE ROCK
Both fantastic events were played to a packed 

TFC. House Music was just before half term and 

House Rock on Friday, 8 November. These are 

the two biggest events in the ESMS challenge 

calendar. For House Music each house has to 

put forward a solo musician, a chamber group 

and a choir (the latter two have to be a mixture 

of girls and boys). All six of the choirs had over 

100 children in them. Choirs are prepared and 

rehearsed by the S5 pupils. Both events are 

taken very seriously; pupils behave extremely 

well, perform with energy and enthusiasm, and 

both events are true highlights of the year. 

REMEMBRANCE 2019
This was the first year we separated 

Remembrance assembly from the Wreath 

Laying ceremony. Both occasions were 

dignified and solemn. Remembrance was 

moved to Monday, 11 November because  

the Kirking of the new Master of the Royal 

Company of Merchants in St Giles Cathedral 

took place on Friday, 8 November and a 

significant number of the school attended.  
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Principal’s Letter continued

3. To consider how the School Vision  
can be updated and articulated.

Miranda Banks, Head of Communications  

has been working with senior colleagues  

across all three schools to consider how  

the ethos, vision and mission of the schools 

can be articulated and communicated to 

stakeholders. The final agreed statements  

will be communicated to pupils, parents and 

staff at the start of next session.

4. To consider responses to the key issues 
raised in the recent staff surveys.

At the Junior School, Mike Kane, Headmaster, 

is holding a series of meetings with a cross 

section of staff to explore in more detail  

how training sports teams impacts on  

staff workload.

Junior School Staff requested a visual 

representation of the Junior School vision. 

Working with JSMT, the result was a new 

image based around a tree. A simple version 

was devised and explained to all Junior School 

staff at the start of the session and thereafter 

the same image has been shared with the  

parent body – through year group parental 

meetings at the start of session (P4, P6 and P7) 

and through the Up To Date publication for all 

Junior School families.

At Stewart’s Melville College a working group 

has been looking at the format and timings  

of pupil reporting to see if the process can  

be streamlined to make it less onerous for  

staff whilst still providing comprehensive 

feedback to parents.

At The Mary Erskine School, two particular 

areas for consideration were highlighted 

through the MES results, namely consideration 

of staff duties and how lunch, bus and 

detention duty are organised. A small group 

have considered the current situation, audited 

the views of all teaching staff and have made 

some recommendations. The other area 

of consideration involved looking at staff 

opportunities and giving consideration of  

how to broaden horizons and enhance 

experience at MES. The group of MES 

colleagues tasked with this remit will bring  

their recommendations back later this term,  

for consideration and implementation  

in August 2020.

5. To explore the re-introduction of the 
Middle School structure for S1 and S2.

A working group has met regularly throughout 

the autumn term to explore the re-establishment 

of the ‘Middle School’ to replace the current  

S1 & S2 structure. Proposals to add 

consistency to our guidance provision have 

been accepted and from August we hope that 

Middle School Tutors will replace S1 Tutors 

and Assistant Heads of House. Boys and girls 

will enter their Houses at the start of S1 and 

remain in them until the end of S5. Initially 

they will be looked after for two years by 

their Middle School Tutors under the Head 

of Middle School and a new Deputy Head of 

Middle School. The Middle School will develop 

its own identity with its own competitions, 

events and activities. Critically new Middle 

School Tutors will be able to develop stronger 

relationships with their tutees and their families 

as they take them through from P7 to the 

Upper School where pupils then come under 

the guidance of Heads of House.

STAFF
New Appointments
ESMS
Sandra Forbes HR Manager

Barbara Johnston  Interim Health and Safety 

Officer

Lesley Oliver  Interim Purchase Ledger 

Administrator

Sophie Cridland GAP Assistant

Mia Fitzgerald GAP Assistant

Samuel Rieger GAP Assistant

Elaijah Tuivaiti GAP Assistant

Stewart’s Melville College 
Mairi Timoney Artist-in-Residence

The Mary Erskine School 
Carly Valente  Teacher of PE (exchange 

from Australia)

Alex Farquhar Receptionist

Katy McGarry  Careers and Library 

Assistant (part-time)

Stephanie Bain  PE and Sports Assistant 

(temporary, part-time)

ESMS Junior School
Emma Cox  Class Teacher in Primary 

2 (maternity cover)

Martin Harkins   Class Teacher in Primary 

6 (maternity cover)

Hannah Ireland  Admissions Manager 

(maternity cover)

Elaine Anderson  Early Birds Assistant 

and Teacher Assistant in 

Primary 3 (temporary)

Hannah Sampson  Early Birds Assistant, 

Teacher Assistant 

(Nursery to Primary 

7) and 420 Bus Club 

Assistant

NEW ARRIVALS
Cristy and Martyn Bryce, a girl, Sophy Jane  

on 17 September 2019

Bryony and Brodie Dunlop, a girl, Amber 

Wren on 25 November 2019

Nicola and Lewis Porteous, a girl, Freya 

Elizabeth on 1 December 2019

Holly and Christian Drummond, a girl, 

Florence Mary Whyte on 10 December 2019

Aoife and Adam Mackenzie, a boy, Tadhg 

Bernard on 20 December 2019

IN SUMMARY
The new term has begun in earnest. I am 

delighted to say all pupils have returned 

refreshed and renewed and ready to  

tackle the new academic and enrichment 

challenges which the Spring term brings. 

Linda A Moule
Principal

February 2020

 “We are keen to foster a culture
of curiosity and are looking at
co-curricular events and 
additional enrichment activities.”
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Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools’ Governing Council

David Bradley-Bird, Member of Advisory Finance 
Committee 
David Bradley-Bird is the co-founder and Director of Multiply, an 
award-winning Marketing Agency with offices in Edinburgh and 
London. As an experienced marketeer he works with many blue-
chip companies specialising in digital communication and delivery 
of learning strategies. Educated at Millfield School in Somerset, he 

grew up in Hertfordshire before moving to Edinburgh in 1997 to further his career. He 
is member of the Merchant Company along with several industry related bodies. David is 
an SFA qualified football coach and coaches the 2005 year group at Curries Star Football 
Club. He is married with two teenage children and keeps active through running, gym 
and participating in running events and triathlons.

Paul Fletcher, Member of Audit & Risk
Paul Fletcher is Chief Architect for Email, and a Distinguished 
Engineer, at Symantec. Prior to that he was technology founder 
and Chief Architect at MessageLabs. He has thirty-five years’ 
experience in the software industry, twenty of them in Cyber 
Security, with other roles including proprietor of an IT consultancy, 
and Software Engineer at Hewlett Packard. His children Ross 

and Skye are former pupils of ESMS. When not huddled over a computer screen he can 
usually be found cycling or supporting his family in their various endeavours.

David Girdwood, Member of Academic Policy 
Committee 
David Girdwood, DL, BSc (St And), MEd (Stirling) SQH has a long 
association with the schools having joined Stewart’s Melville College 
in 1987 as Head of Chemistry, later becoming Head of Upper 
School. In 2002 he was appointed as Rector of St Columba’s 
School, Kilmacolm, serving for 15 years until his retirement in 

2017. David is a Deputy Lieutenant of Renfrewshire and serves as a governor of The 
Glasgow Academy. His interests include rugby and walking.

Pamela Grant, Member of Buildings and Central 
Planning Group
Pamela Grant (BSC Hons, RICS) is the owner and Director of 
Pamela Grant Developments Limited set up in 2015, offering 
professional property advice from initial feasibility to project 
delivery. She also works part time at Scottish Futures Trust, an 
infrastructure delivery company owned by the Scottish Government. 

Pamela was previously a Director at Miller Developments for over 22 years and a former 
Chair of the British Council of Offices in Scotland. After attending Friends’ Grammar School 
in Northern Ireland, she went on to study Estate Management at Heriot Watt University. 
Pamela is married to David and they have two boys: one currently at ESMS and one a 
former pupil. Her interests include travelling, skiing and horse riding.

David Hare, Chair of Advisory Finance Committee 
and Member of Central Planning Group
David Hare BSc, PhD, FIA, CERA is a semi-retired actuary with 
a number of non-executive roles in insurance and pensions. 
Educated at Glasgow Academy, Glasgow University and Heriot-
Watt University, he began his career in Glasgow but moved to 
Edinburgh in the late 1990s. After 26 years of in-house actuarial 

roles with various life companies, David finished his executive career as a partner with 
Deloitte. He now has a portfolio of non-executive roles that leaves him plenty of time 
to purse his keen interest in music and go for walks with his cocker spaniel. David has 
a wide range of governance experience, including being President of the Institute and 
Faculty of Actuaries (2013-2014). David and his wife, Caroline, have had a son at the 
school since 2005 and are grateful for the wonderful experiences that he has had.

Hester Innes, Child Protection and GIRFEC 
Representative
Hester Innes is a specialist doctor, Consultant, in Public Health 
Medicine and has worked in the NHS for 30 years. Her public 
health focus puts patients at the heart of her work, together 
with the desire to make care and outcomes equitable across all 
groups in society in Scotland. She is currently leading in areas of 

national healthcare planning, healthcare service optimisation and health and social care 
information/data and intelligence. She is an expert in Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease and has 
interests in research and ethics. She enjoys cycling, walking and reading.

Judy Phillips, Member of Advisory Finance 
Committee
Judy Phillips is Recruitment Director of CHASE Search & Selection 
Ltd, a leading Pharmaceutical Recruitment Agency and Contract 
Sales provider in the UK. With over 30 years’ experience in the 
Pharmaceutical Industry including 5 years’ experience as 1st 
Line Manager, Judy is responsible for CHASE’s strategic operation 

and managing the consultancy team. Judy also brings a wealth of HR experience having 
started her career as an HR Manager at BHS. Her son Lewis is a former pupil having 
attended nursery, primary and senior school.

Ken Richards, Member of Audit & Risk
Ken Richards, FCILT, is a retired Director of TNT in the UK. He was 
educated at Melville College from where he attended The Edinburgh 
College of Commerce. His working life of over forty years, was spent 
in management positions with NFC (National Freight Corporation) 
and TNT and was profit responsible for operations in Scotland and 
England. He is a member of the Royal Company of Merchants and 

currently is an Assistant on the Master’s Court. He enjoys golf at Bruntsfield Links Golfing 
Society and watching rugby. He is married to Pauline and they have two grown up children. 

Malcolm Rust, Chair of the Audit & Risk Committee
Malcolm Rust MA (Hons) LLB Dip LP NP is a partner and Head of 
the Private Client and Charities teams at Shepherd and Wedderburn 
LLP. He started his legal career with S&W in 1992, and acts for 
charities, trusts and individual clients. He is an accredited specialist 
in charity law by the Law Society of Scotland. Malcolm is a 
member of The Royal Merchant Company, Assistant of the Court 

and sits on the Audit & Risk Committee. He is married to Gill. Malcolm went to school 
at Robert Gordon’s College in Aberdeen, and thereafter went to St Andrews, Aberdeen and 
Edinburgh Universities, undertaking a History degree before turning his sights on Law. He 
currently has one child at ESMS (two have already left). Malcolm enjoys the hills, running, 
cooking and music. Next to Gill, the love of his life is Dougall, their Cockapoo.

 Alasdair Seale, Chair of Buildings Committee, 
Member of Central Planning Group and Advisory 
Finance Committee
Alasdair Seale is the owner and Managing Director of Trinity 
Factors, the Bruntsfield-based property factoring and letting 
agency, and is a past President of the Property Managers 
Association of Scotland. He is a former pupil of Stewart’s Melville 

College and was a Governor from 2008 until 2011, having been appointed while an 
Assistant on the Master’s Court of the Merchant Company; he is a member of the SMC FP 
Council and the Merchant Company Endowments Trust. Alasdair is semi-retired and now 
spends more time volunteering: both hands-on, for example in Tanzania, and as a trustee 
of several local charities and voluntary organisations. His interests are family, Rotary 
International and, in his leisure time, wild swimming. He is of course very proud of his 
twin granddaughters – who attend the Junior School.

Ken Pritchard, Chair
Ken Pritchard, BSc FRICS ACIArb is the principal of Pritchard Property Consultants LLP. Schooled at Dundee High School and Daniel Stewart’s  
and Melville College, Ken went on to qualify as a Chartered Surveyor in 1986. He is a member of The Royal Company of Merchants of Edinburgh,  
a former Assistant of the Court. Ken is married, has two adult children who both attended ESMS and has completed a circumnavigation of our  
planet in the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race. 
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ESMS CHAMBER CHOIR
On Monday 16 December, the ESMS 

Chamber Choir were invited to perform  

at a Christmas lunch held in Edinburgh Castle 

for guests of Historic Scotland. The group 

performed a mixed programme of favourite 

Christmas Carols combined with some new 

additions to the Christmas repertoire by 

Scottish composers Paul Mealor and  

Sir James MacMillan.

Music, Drama and Dance
SINGING COMPETITION AT MES
The evening of Thursday 21 November saw 

Ravelston House burst into life with the 

annual singing competition. 25 girls gave  

solo performances of songs in a variety of 

styles, ranging from jazz to opera and folk to 

musical theatre. 

The standard of singing was incredibly  

high and all girls should be commended  

for offering such a lovely evening of music. 

Thanks go to Alistair Digges, our visiting 

adjudicator, who provided such positive  

and encouraging feedback to each class. 

Indeed, congratulations to Sophie Kirk (S2), 

Honor Laird (S4) and Niamh Elliott (S5),  

who all won their individual categories.

NURSERY NATIVITIES
In December our Poppy, Primrose, Thistle and 

Bluebell nursery rooms told us the story of the 

very first Christmas. There were lots of smiles 

and wonderful singing, from both the children 

and parents.

MUSIC AT THE DOME
On 6 December, the P6/7 Choir brought 

some festive cheer to the steps of The 

Dome with some beautiful carol singing  

to raise money for Edinburgh Children’s 

Hospital Charity.

6 | February 2020



ESMS CAROL SERVICES 
Our Junior and Senior School Carol Services at St Mary’s 
Cathedral were the perfect way to start feeling festive 
and get ready for the Winter break. 

Thank you to everyone who helped to bring such 
beautiful evenings of music together.

SENIOR PLAY: ‘ALICE’S ADVENTURES IN WONDERLAND’
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was a lively, 

colourful piece of theatre, which showcased 

the enthusiasm, talent and creative skills of a 

large cast. It told the story of Alice, with wit 

and humour. It involved dance, song, rhyme 

and audience participation in croquet! The 

talented cast clearly enjoyed the production 

and were grateful for the opportunity.
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Development News
MENTORING OPPORTUNITIES  
FOR SENIOR PUPILS: PROGRESS  
IN SECURING SUPPORT
You will be aware that raising funds through 

Access to Excellence is an important aspect  

of the work of the ESMS Development Office 

but what might not be as well known is that  

far more of our time is devoted to reengaging 

with our worldwide extended ESMS 

community. As a result of various initiatives,  

we are continually increasing the number  

and range of alumni who are interested in 

providing advice and support to Sixth Form 

pupils and young alumni as they prepare to 

enter the rapidly changing world of work.  

We have contacts all round the world who  

are already supporting our young people and 

we thought it would be helpful to our current 

parents to hear a little bit about what we  

can offer so that, if appropriate, they can 

encourage children, now or in the future, to 

contact us at development@esms.org.uk with 

specific requests or questions. 

• The most straightforward way to seek 

advice and to look for Work Experience  

or mentoring support is to sign up to ESMS 

Connect at https://esmsconnect.org.uk/. 

This is our dedicated ESMS interactive 

platform and has almost 2,200 members, 

almost 70% of whom have indicated that 

they are happy to help. Boys and girls in S5 

and Sixth Form are encouraged to join and 

then to look for specific support and many 

have already done so.

• Parents who are willing to join our pool  

of expertise are invited to sign up to  

ESMS Connect. 

• Bryan Lewis meets with many alumni who 

are keen to help and he is always happy 

to speak with pupils who are looking for 

connections with members of the ESMS 

business community – an initial email to 

him at development@esms.org.uk is all 

that is needed. In recent months, Bryan 

has arranged various direct contacts for 

pupils with senior executives in international 

finance companies in London and California, 

corporate lawyers in London and Abu 

Dhabi, tech entrepreneurs in Silicon Valley, 

games developers in Austin, actors and 

producers in the UK and mergers and 

acquisition specialists in California and 

London. All these busy executives and 

professionals are very proud of their ESMS 

connections and are happy to spend time 

offering their time and expertise for the 

benefit of our young people.

P7 WALKS THE WEST HIGHLAND 
WAY FOR CHARITY
In the beginning of May 2020, 25 P7 

children will spend three days over a 

weekend walking 55 stunning miles  

of the West Highland Way. 

They are walking to challenge themselves,  

but also to raise funds for their two 

selected charities, Future Hope India and 

the school’s own Access to Excellence.

Keep an eye on the ESMS and ESMS 

Community social media channels to track 

the children’s progress.

BRYAN LEWIS VISITS THE US WEST COAST

Director of Development Bryan Lewis spent almost two weeks in November in 
San Francisco, Long Beach, Austin and Houston meeting with alumni who, in some 
cases, had not been in contact with the schools for more than 30 years. 

technology graduates and others who  

are working there in very large numbers.

• One of the owners and directors of a 

cutting-edge company working on the 

challenges and opportunities offered by 

augmented reality.

• A young graduate specialising in mergers  

and acquisitions in an international company 

with responsibilities and opportunities not 

normally offered to young people of her age.

• Various young alumni working in the world 

of App-based start-ups, all talking about 

their fledgling companies reaching IPO stage 

within 24 months.

All of those whom Bryan met, and they include 

plenty of others not mentioned here, were 

enthusiastic about giving something back to  

the schools. They are justifiably proud of their 

achievements, grateful for their education and 

keen to work with senior pupils and young 

graduates. Each of them, and many others, can be 

reached via the Development Office so please 

encourage your son or daughter to get in touch 

by emailing us at development@esms.org.uk 

We must confess that when Bryan began to 

travel as part of his responsibilities, he was 

slightly concerned about the cost involved and 

whether the time he spent travelling would 

prove worthwhile for the schools. A few 

years on, we are convinced that such visits are 

important and valuable as they always result 

in alumni saying how pleased they are that the 

schools have gone to the trouble to meet with 

them. They all express interest in supporting 

our drive to provide senior pupils with advice, 

in many cases offering mentoring opportunities 

as well as access to their contacts. Some of 

them also commit to supporting Access to 

Excellence, which is of course important. Being 

accessible to ambitious and committed children 

from less fortunate backgrounds is incredibly 

important for the future of the schools and of 

society in general. 

A few of the alumni who Bryan met during 

his recent US trip are already in contact with 

current pupils, providing mentoring and support 

in specific areas of potential professional interest. 

Bryan was fascinated and delighted with the 

variety of fields in which our US-based alumni 

are clearly thriving; to list but a few: 

• A former pupil who, as a teenager, was 

unable to afford repairs to his Apple 

computer, found out how to do it himself 

and was offered a job repairing Apple 

products in Edinburgh by the outlet which 

he could not afford. This eventually led to 

him being noticed by Apple executives 

who offered him work in their Silicon Valley 

headquarters where he has built a very 

successful career.

• A senior executive working closely with 

Elon Musk at SpaceX – Bryan was fortunate 

enough to have a private tour of the rocket 

‘factory’ and was really impressed by  

the opportunities available for young 
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INSPIRE THE MIND: HOW VIRTUAL AND ENHANCED REALITY WILL SHAPE THE FUTURE

Join us for our first annual Inspire the 
Mind lecture on 23 March 2020 from 
7:30pm at the Tom Fleming Centre. 

Texas based former pupil Neill Glancy, a 

video game creative director with nearly 

four decades of experience, will take us on a 

journey chronicling the evolution and future 

state of storytelling and technology. With 

the advent of virtual and augmented reality, 

new narrative experiences are achievable 

that would be otherwise impossible via 

conventional means. How do these new 

digital technologies enable unique narrative 

experiences, and what are some of the 

challenges in creating them? Neill will share 

his insights on the skills that will be critical 

to building these works, the trends we can 

expect to see in the future and the devices 

that will power them. 

Neill’s talk will appeal to young boys and 

girls, to senior pupils and every adult of any 

age who would like to be fascinated, excited 

and amazed by some of the incredible 

developments taking place in the US and 

elsewhere which will have a profound effect 

on the way we live our lives and provide 

career opportunities for our young people 

in areas which only a few years ago were 

beyond fantasy.

This event is open to the whole community 

and tickets (available through Trybooking) 

cost £9 for adults and £6 for under 18’s. 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/10375

THE ESMS MAY FANTOOSH:  
IT’S ALL ABOUT D.I.S.C.O.
One of the most popular social events 

in the ESMS calendar, the 9th annual 

ESMS Fantoosh will take place on Friday 

15 May 2020 at the gorgeous Prestonfield 

House. This year’s black-tie bash, organized 

by parents with the support of the 

Development Office, will be a DISCO 

extravaganza. Tickets cost £85 and can 

be booked individually (no whole table 

purchase necessary). Some tickets are still 

available, to secure seats please contact 

Oana in the Development Office.

MOTHER’S DAY TEA AND DANCE
Looking forward to spring, the Development 

Office in association with Felicity McLean 

present an event for all mothers in our 

community: the ESMS Afternoon Tea and 

Dance, held on Sunday 22 March from 2pm  

at the Edinburgh Grosvenor Hotel. 

A scrumptious array of traditional Afternoon 

Tea treats and proper tea will be served (with 

the celebratory glass of bubbly if desired), 

whilst the entertainment will be provided by 

talented dancers coached by Felicity McLean, 

and themed to the glamour of the 40s and 50s.

Our guests’ participation in the dancing is highly 

encouraged, and our professional dancers will 

be on hand to provide encouragement (and 

coaching!) if needed.

This is a family and community event, so 

everybody’s welcome. Tickets cost £10 for 

children (under 16), £20 for adults (no alcohol 

included) or £25 (including a glass of Prosecco). 

The prices include the Afternoon Tea menu, 

the entertainment and, in the case of the  

adult tickets, a small donation to Access  

to Excellence.

BOOKING
To book tickets to any of these events please 

contact Oana in the Development Office:  

development@esms.org.uk  

0131 311 1131

UPCOMING EVENTS
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RAF SECTION AIRCRAFT 
EXPERIENCING FLYING DAY
One of the highlights, literally, for the RAF Cadets  
is the chance to fly a Grob Tutor aircraft as part 
of the scheduled Aircraft Experience Flight days. 
During these flights the Cadets are taught how to 
perform an emergency exit from the plane at altitude, 
experience several aerobatic manoeuvres including 
barrel rolls, stall turns and wing overs and pilot the 
aircraft through a full loop manoeuvre.

Pictured are Sgt Rebecca Ivens Q6MTG who has  
just completed her flight and A/Plt Off Scott who  
is nervously awaiting his.

NATIONAL MILITARY SKILLS 
COMPETITION 

In September, ESMS CCF took on the 

challenge of the National Military Skills 

Competition held at Barry Buddon in Dundee. 

Led by WO2 Jamie Grainger, the team were 

put through their paces over a gruelling 48 

hours facing numerous challenges. On the 

first day, the team patrolled over 20km facing 

a series of ten separate scenarios including 

numerous attacks, a casualty simulation, 

orienteering, stalking, observation, and 

shooting. Keen to prove their worth, the team 

completed a timed march on the second 

morning faster than any other team before 

competing in a final shoot and falling plates 

competition. This is the first time that ESMS 

have competed at this national competition 

in a number of years, so unlike many teams 

who knew what to expect, their initiative 

was really tested. At the end of the day, more 

experienced teams took home the winner’s 

trophy but the team were delighted to be 

awarded Silver.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 2019
Our Remembrance Service saw children 

across ESMS pay respect to our Former 

Pupils who gave their lives in WW1 and 

WW2 as well as all those who have fallen  

in conflict. Boys from Stewart’s Melville 

College and children from ESMS Junior 

School gathered at Old College to observe  

a two-minute silence in Remembrance, 

whilst girls at The Mary Erskine School  

also observed the silence.

We were pleased to launch our new Digital 

Archives on the same day, which allows 

our Community to browse items including 

our Roll of Honour. Guests and Former 

Pupils were invited to an event ahead of 

our Service to use the new website, and 

also try our immersive VR headsets which 

transported users to the trenches and 

Passchendaele.

30 JAHRE MAUERFALL – CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF THE FALL OF THE 
BERLIN WALL

Saturday, 9 November 2019 marked the 30th anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall in 1989. This event represented a significant turning point in recent 
European history, with the subsequent fall of communism, the end of the Cold 
War and the reunification of Germany changing the face of Europe forever.

While the Wall being torn down was perhaps 

the most iconic and memorable picture  

of the time, the movement which led to that 

event was widespread and built over many 

months and years. From groups of workers  

in Polish shipyards to small East German 

environmental groups quietly working towards 

the improvement of their communities,  

tens of thousands of individuals, taking tens  

of thousands of small actions contributed to 

the eventual achievement of democracy and 

freedom for those countries once behind the 

iron curtain.

Justice and democracy, freedom and happiness, 

fair representation and environmental 

awareness are still things that people fight  

for today. We do not have to look far in 

the news to find stories of eco activism and 

pro-democracy demonstrations, of refugees 

making it to safer shores and the sad tales of 

those who lost their lives trying. Many of these 

issues seem overwhelming to us but we must 

never forget the power of many individuals 

taking small actions to defend what they 

believe in. Berlin is a city which has seen a great 

deal of struggle, suffering and pain, yet today it 

is one of the most vibrant, liberal and creative 

cities in the world. A stretch of the Berlin Wall 

has been turned in to an art gallery and what 

was once a symbol of tyranny now features 

murals by artists from around the globe. One 

such mural, designed by a German-Iranian 

artist and a French artist, features an African 

proverb which reads:

Viele kleine Leute, die in vielen kleinen Orten, viele 
kleine Dinge tun, können das Gesicht der Welt 
verändern.

Lots of little people, who, in lots of little places, do lots 
of little things, can change the face of the world.

During the week running up to 9 November, 

that is the message pupils were encouraged to 

remember. From the German Quote of the 

Week and vibrant new display in the Modern 

Languages corridor, to a German-themed 

menu in the dining hall, we marked this special 

anniversary. Celebrations culminated on 

Friday with the Berlin Wall of cake being built! 

German flag-coloured cake ‘bricks’ were built 

into a wall, complete with barbed wire-filled 

no man’s land running along the middle. After 

lunch, pupils were invited to take a piece of 

cake; to take down the wall brick by brick. It 

wasn’t long before the wall was gone, revealing 

the message ‘Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit’ 

translating as ‘unity and justice and freedom’.

News
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P7 MALAWI CLUB UPDATE
The children of the P7 Malawi Club recently enjoyed a trip 
to the Scotland-Malawi Partnership Awards Ceremony, at the 
City Chambers. We greatly enjoyed meeting other schools 
and talking about our link with Ekwendeni CCAP School,  
as well as hearing some of their own ideas and experiences. 
We were also treated to an inspiring talk from William 
Kamkwanga a.k.a. ‘The Boy Who Harnessed The Wind’.  
He was very impressed with our giant display board!

To help develop and strengthen our partnership still further, 
Mr Macdonald will be spending a week in Ekwendeni at  
the end of March. He is looking forward to meeting our 
Malawian friends and exploring ways that our schools can 
work together to get to learn more about each other, and 
our shared roles as responsible global citizens. To find out 
more please follow us on Instagram@esms_ekwendeni 

VR HEADSETS by Luke Dunbar and Lucy Jack (7GD)
7GD tried the new virtual reality headsets, for the 
first time, to help us improve our atmospheric writing. 
As soon as we turned them on, it was just like we 
were part of the scene that we could see. 

Ideas started popping into our heads that we would 
not have thought of without the visual prompts. 
Sounds further enhanced the experience and made 
the scene feel even more real. When we put the 
headsets on, we lost touch with reality and were 
transported to a completely different place despite 
the fact we were sitting in our chairs in the 
classroom. Overall, we felt the content of our writing 
really improved and can’t wait for our next virtual 
reality experience!

This year’s Grandparents’ Tea event was like no other 
before. There were acts which tied together the past  
and the present, from the Madrigals’ dreamy rendition 
of Nat King Cole’s ‘When I Fall in Love’ to a powerful 
interpretive dance condemning the effects of climate 
change to Britney Spears’ ‘Toxic’. Sixth Formers were 
involved in every part of the event, from serving up  
tea and delicious homemade treats to entertaining  
them onstage through song, swing dancing and bagpipes. 
The whole year put lots of effort with Head of Sixth Form, 
Mrs McCrudden, but it was certainly worth it to pay back 
a little of the effort and care our grandparents have 
invested into us throughout the years. 

GRANDPARENTS’ AFTERNOON  
TEA PARTY by Ariana Crolla (S6)

MOON LANDINGS TALK
On Wednesday 11 December, over 40 

SMC pupils were treated to a talk by 

Dr Alastair Bruce in the SMC lecture 

theatre. Dr Bruce works at the Royal 

Observatory in Edinburgh and splits 

his time between researching active 

galaxies and working for the James 

Webb Telescope UK public engagement 

campaign. On this occasion, the boys 

were treated to an engaging talk about 

the moon landings, through the medium 

of a Lego rocket! As Dr Bruce dismantled 

the rocket section by section, he gave us a 

dynamic insight into the various complex 

stages involved in travelling to the moon. 

Not least of all, timing the rocket thrusts 

to perfection as you orbit faster than 

the speed of a bullet around the Earth. 

The afternoon finished with an overview 

of Moon conspiracy theories and the 

multiple lines of evidence which present 

a compelling case for the moon landings 

being a reality. A highly engaging talk from 

start to finish, and at 1hr and 10mins 

was not far off the total time that Neil 

Armstrong actually walked on the Moon!

NEW HOME 
FOR THE 
THRIFT SHOP
For the past ten years, the ESMS Thrift Shop 

has been tucked between the Archives and 

Dave Clarke’s classroom. At the start of 

January, they relocated to new premises at 5 

Queensferry Terrace. The new location offers 

far more space for the storage and display of 

items and allows parents a better opportunity 

to peruse the items for sale. Importantly, over 

the next few months it will also be much 

easier for parents to drop items for sale as 

the Queensferry Terrace site will offer more 

flexibility around opening hours. 

The Thrift Shop offers everything from 

school uniform essentials like kilts, shorts and 

blazers to sports kit, including boots, and 

equipment for hobbies such as rackets, skiing, 

cricket and hockey.

Rosh Caw, assisted by Claire Nolan and a 

cohort of volunteers, has kindly given her 

time to the running of the ESMS Thrift Shop, 

to which 1000 families currently sell items, 

with many others purchasing items. 

This busy operation has seen a turnover of 

£50,000 in the last 12 months with 80% of 

the selling price of donated items returned 

to parents. The remaining proceeds are 

donated to the schools for special projects; 

and this amounted to £18,000 last year 

The turnover is currently only limited by the 

number of donations – particularly of senior 

uniform and sports kit – and so parents are 

encouraged to recycle worn (but not worn 

out) uniform and sports kit via the thrift shop.

Currently, parents can donate items to sell 

during the opening hours of the Thrift Shop 

which are currently Thursday afternoons 

from 3.00 – 4.30 pm and 09.30 – 12.00 pm 

on the first Saturday of each month.
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News continued

MES CHARITIES’ COMMITTEE 
CHRISTMAS APPEAL
A big thank you to everyone who very generously 
donated gifts for the 2019 Christmas ‘Cash for Kids’ 
Appeal. MES were able to send three overflowing 
boxes of brand-new gifts to the charity to donate to 
children in the Edinburgh area who would otherwise 
not receive any Christmas presents.

PRIMARY 3 NEWS

Last term, the children in Primary 3 spent six weeks 
working incredibly hard on learning to write their 
own adventure story. First, they analysed a model 
text and used actions to re-tell it before planning, 
talking through and writing their very own ‘Under the 
Sea’ story. To conclude their hard work, some of the 
classes read their imaginative stories to each other.

Additionally, the children had a most enjoyable Science 
day when learning about forces and magnetism. To 
develop their understanding of friction, gravity and 
magnetism, the children took part in lots of fun, 
science workshops that included making hovercrafts, 
creating gravity paintings inspired by the artist Amy 
Shakelton, and exploring the power of magnets.

At some point last term, you may have spotted the 
children in Primary 3 walking around the streets 
surrounding Mary Erskine in high visibility vests. All 
classes undertook a practical Road Safety session with 
the children learning about how and where to cross 
roads safely. Recently, the children have been given 
their parts for the Primary 3 Show and rehearsals  
are now underway in Drama lessons. Parents are in 
for a treat in March!

ROYAL SCOTTISH GEOGRAPHICAL 
SOCIETY TALKS

On the first Thursday of each month, 
a few geography and biology pupils 
have taken the wise decision to 
attend the superb range of illustrated 
talks organised by the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society. 

So far, these have included a TV presenter 

talking about coastal Ireland, a world-record 

breaking long-distance runner talking about 

his endurance adventures, Mollie Hughes 

(climber and adventurer) fresh back from skiing 

to the South Pole, the producer of the BBC 

programme ‘Seven Worlds, One Planet’ and 

two avid conservationists talking about their 

efforts and experiences in saving animal species 

and reducing the wave of plastic pollution. All 

the speakers are experts in their field, full of 

boundless enthusiasm and always happy to talk 

to pupils. 

GAP STUDENTS
A very warm welcome to this year’s GAP students; 
Mr Rieger and Miss Fitzgerald joining us from St Andrew’s 
Anglican College, Queensland, Mr Tuivaiti from Dilworth 
School in Auckland and Miss Cridland from Pymble Ladies’ 
College, Sydney. We look forward to working with you all 
this year.

KIDS’ LIT QUIZ COMPETITION

Primary 7 children once again had the 
opportunity to compete in the annual 
Kids’ Lit Quiz competition. 

This is a truly international event which sees children 
from all around the world participating, from countries  
as far afield as New Zealand, Singapore and South Africa.  
A group of keen P7 readers from ESMS Junior School were 
selected to form two teams of four: Olly Simmers, Beth 
Williamson, Alex McKirdy, Shree Hirani, Greg Wardlaw, Alice 
Mourao, Joel Woodshore and Maria Steiner. 

The children demonstrated an amazing breadth of  
literary knowledge throughout an exciting afternoon  
of Lit Quizzing with children from schools across 
Edinburgh competing, most of whom were S1 pupils.  
One of our Junior School teams (Greg Wardlaw, Alice 
Mourao, Joel Woodshore and Maria Steiner) gained the 
highest or joint-highest score in three of the ten rounds 
(Knights, Doctors and Myths & Legends), winning a book 
each. In addition, both Greg Wardlaw and Beth Williamson 
won individual prizes for being the first child to correctly 
answer a bonus question. In the end, the winning  
team was from Edinburgh Academy, with George Heriot’s 
in second place and one of the ESMS teams taking  
third prize.

The children can be extremely proud of their success and 
excellent teamwork. As Wayne Mills told them, it is a very 
special situation to have a large room filled with people 
who all love reading. The Kids’ Lit Quiz is a wonderful 
celebration of ‘the sport of reading’ which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone who attended.

SCOTLAND AND THE SLAVE TRADE
The MES History Department was pleased to 

welcome campaigning journalist Alex Renton 

to speak on his forthcoming book ‘Inheriting 

Slavery’. Award-winning writer Alex, father of 

Lulu Renton, 3E, addressed third year pupils 

studying the transatlantic slave trade and 

challenged them to consider afresh the facts 

they have learned in lessons. His talk brought 

eighteenth century documents to life and 

clearly linked Scotland to the trade which cost 

suffering for millions and still leaves its legacy 

in Britain and the Caribbean today. Alex’s 

story was even more compelling as it is a very 

personal one. Like so many other Scots, he  

has ancestors who owned and ran Caribbean 

plantations which used enslaved people. 

Through careful research from dusty family 

basements to Jamaica and Tobago, Alex has 

been able to build up the fascinating and 

shocking story of his own family’s links to the 

slave trade. The wealth from these plantations, 

and the compensation owners received after 

the abolition of slavery in 1833, went on to 

entrench privilege and fund many investments 

and institutions around Scotland. ‘Inheriting 

Slavery’ is due out in 2020. 
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P5 DIGITAL LEARNING
Primary 5 have been enhancing their learning with the 
use of Digital Technology. Using VR headsets, children 
were able to envisage Mary Queen of Scots being 
imprisoned on Lochleven Island. This was a brilliant 
stimulus and children wrote some very descriptive 
diary entries and presented wonderfully animated news 
reports. We felt surrounded by water, even though we 
didn’t even leave the classroom!

Digitally imposing ourselves to look like we’ve been at 
different places has been great fun. Primary 5 used the 
‘Do Ink Green Screen’ to create the front covers of their 
Mary Queen of Scots topic jotters. Some classes used the 
green screen to create a news report about different 
aspects of Mary’s life, along with ‘I can present’. This 
made them look like they were at a news studio!

There are many digital aspects to look forward to  
this term. Look out for our News Reports on an alien 

landing and Space Activity Day, when the VR headsets 
will take us on an expedition through Space to see 
difference planets. Problem solving will be required  
with a QR code treasure hunt. Using augmented reality  
we will be bringing the planets inside the classroom.  
Last term, we thoroughly enjoyed taking a quiz to  
show off our learning. This term, it will be our turn  
to be the creators and make digital quizzes for others 
about Space.

The Thistle Room children recently enjoyed making  
rockets and spaceships in the junk modelling  
and construction areas and, to develop the children’s 
understanding further, the Thistle team reached out to  
the wider school community. Mr Stuart Jackson, Director  
of ICT and former Physics Teacher at SMC, kindly offered 
to spend some more time in the Nursery, having spent 
time with the Bluebell children a few weeks before. 

With Mr Jackson’s help, the children explored the use of 
water and forces to demonstrate how rockets could blast 
into the air, discovering science in action. The Thistles used 
their skills to predict what would happen during each 
experiment. Measuring language was also used to discuss 
the distance the rockets travelled as a result of the 
volume of water that was inside each rocket. The laughter 
was heard by a Primary 1 class who were also eager to 
join in the fun! 

When the children returned to the classroom, they had 
the opportunity to make their own rockets using paper 
straws and tissue paper. Using the force of their breath, 
the children blew their rockets down the Nursery corridor 
to see which one travelled the furthest. 

Mr Jackson helped to demonstrate the excitement and joy 
of science to our youngest children and it was a fantastic 
learning opportunity. We look forward to welcoming other 
members of our school community to the rooms soon.

NURSERY SCIENCE IN ACTION 

POPPY SCOTLAND FUNDRAISING

On 9 November, Cadets from the Army and 

RAF Sections of ESMS CCF joined forces 

with other Edinburgh CCFs, local ACF and 

ATC detachments and other Reservists to 

sell poppies on Princes Street and in the New 

Town, braving chilly conditions to help raise 

funds for Poppy Scotland.

ADVANCED HIGHER GEOGRAPHY PRIMARY 4 CRUMBLE KITS
As part of their Electricity Topic, the Primary 4 children 
enjoyed being given the opportunity to experiment with 
Crumble Kits (an easy-to-use programmable controller). 
They were set challenges to follow coded instructions 
which allowed connections to turn coloured lights on and 
off. Sending a program to the Crumble was almost instant, 
allowing rapid experimentation and lots of fun! The 
children particularly enjoyed making their own monsters 
that frightened teachers with their flashing coloured eyes!

NATIONAL SQA PRIZE WINNER
Emma Hudson (FP) was the top performing student  
in the SQA Advanced Higher Geography course in 2019. 
Two thirds of the course is assessed through a folio of 
independent work. Emma completed an essay on the 
impact of the tourism tax proposed for Edinburgh and, 
her fieldwork was an in-depth study of a Perthshire river 
and its flood risk. As well as gaining an exceptionally high 
mark in the written exam, Emma achieved a remarkable 
100% for her folio work.

In late October she was presented with her award at the 
Scottish Association of Geography Teachers conference by 
Doug Allan, a world-renowned camera man and diver who 
filmed many of the iconic parts of the BBC’s Blue Planet 
series. Prior to receiving her award, Emma and Dr Davies 
enjoyed an intriguing talk by Professor Lorna Dawson, 

Head of Soil Forensics at The James Hutton Institute and 
adviser to many crime writers and drama series such as 
the BBC Silent Witness, about how soil science has been 
used to solve recent and historic crimes.

On 17 December, a selection of Advanced Higher 
Geography students took the train to Glasgow to attend  
a Christmas Lecture at Glasgow University. After a guided 
tour around the campus, they took part in the lecture, 
held in the Joseph Black building. The topic was on 
the Politics of Global Health Inequalities and the pupils 
listened intently, challenging the stigmas associated with 
endemics and understanding the role that Geography  
can play in a sustainable future.
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Trips
S2 HISTORY TRIP TO LONDON

Just before Christmas, a group of 
45 S2 boys headed to London for 
a wonderful weekend of history 
tours and sight-seeing. 

The boys explored the RAF Museum  

at Hendon, the Imperial War Museum  

in Lambeth, and even managed to take  

a flight on the London Eye and do some 

Christmas shopping at Covent Garden. A 

wonderful walking tour around Whitehall 

gave the group the chance to see Changing 

of the Guard at Horseguards and stroll 

down the Mall to Buckingham Palace.

JAPAN TRIP by Anna Cartlidge and Evan Sawyer (S6)

During the first week of the October holidays, 41 students from MES and SMC 
travelled to Japan for a trip filled with the country’s rich history and culture. 

Starting in Kyoto, the ancient capital of Japan, 

we visited the famous rock garden and golden 

palace. An interesting feature of the rock 

garden is that from any vantage point at least 

one of the rocks is always hidden, but if you 

can see all 15 at once, you are enlightened  

like the Buddha. We then travelled to Kyoto’s 

disaster prevention centre and experienced 

earthquake, typhoon and flood simulators,  

and learnt how to act when disaster strikes. 

The bullet train to Hiroshima was an exciting 

new adventure for everyone. We had to hurry 

onto the train in less than two minutes or risk 

being left behind! The bullet train is known for 

its impressive punctuality and extremely quiet 

coaches, as it’s common for the Japanese to 

sleep on their commute. 

Whilst in Hiroshima, we visited the Hiroshima 

Peace Memorial Park and Museum. We strolled 

through the park past several monuments, 

memorials and statues, then saw photographs 

and paintings of the effects of the Atomic 

Bomb, a harrowing experience for all. 

After taking a ferry to the sacred island of 

Miyajimaguchi, we hoped to see the Floating 

Torii Gate, which appears to be floating on 

water during high tide. Unfortunately, it was 

covered in scaffolding during our visit, but the 

island itself was very eye-catching. Also built  

on shimmering turquoise water, the shrine 

certainly lives up to its title of one of Japan’s  

“Three Most Beautiful Views”.

We then journeyed to Tokyo, where we took 

part in a sushi making class where we made 

various types, including nigiri and maki. At 

Tokyo’s oldest temple, Sensoji, we explored 

the grounds and purchased traditional local 

snacks and tourist souvenirs. The next day  

we walked to the Tokyo Metropolitan 

Government Building, one of Tokyo’s tallest 

and most distinctive skyscrapers. From 202 

metres up, we saw famous landmarks such  

as the Tokyo Sky Tree, Tokyo Tower,  

Meiji Shrine and the Tokyo Dome. 

On our last day, we had the chance to display 

our musical talents in a karaoke bar, and 

persuaded Mr Robertson to do a solo! We 

noticed Japan’s extreme cleanliness, and the 

politeness of its people, while we explored 

some of its largest shopping centres. The trip 

was an unforgettable experience in such  

a unique and graceful country – one we’d all 

love to return to!
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STEINWAY HALL TRIP 
During the first weekend of the October half-term 
break, eight of our musicians travelled to London  
to take part in a Masterclass at Steinway Hall. Four 
singers and four pianists paired up to perform to 
Dr Kathryn Mosley, a distinguished piano teacher and 
accompanist in London. The pairs each performed one 
song, with the pianists receiving guidance on the art 
of accompanying and then each pianist performed  
a piano solo. Following the Masterclass, a group of 
ESMS FPs joined us at Steinway Hall for a drinks 
reception and recital given by the pupils. The trip 
also afforded some time for sightseeing and we 
visited the British Museum, attended Evensong at 
Westminster Abbey and enjoyed a performance  
of Verdi’s Requiem at the Royal Festival Hall. 
Congratulations to those who took part in this event: 
Emily Holt; Neve Kennedy; Nico Hann-Rengifo; Adam 
Chapple, Matty Moore and James MacConnachie.

GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO ICELAND JUNIOR SCHOOL GREECE TRIP
The annual Junior School trip to Greece took 

place from 13-20 October 2019 with children 

from P6 and P7 enjoying a range of exciting 

activities in Athens and Peloponnese.

WATCHING MANCHESTER CITY IN THE CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 

During the October holidays, Mr Allison, 

Mr Stark, Mrs Mackenzie and Miss Greig 

travelled down to Manchester with 35 Primary 

6 and 7 Boys and Girls. Their destination was 

the Etihad Stadium. Their mission was to 

watch Manchester City take on Atalanta in the 

Champions League. With seats on the half-way 

line, right above Pep Guardiola, the children 

were in prime position to see two very good 

teams attack each other. In a fantastically 

entertaining game, Manchester City ran out 

5-1 winners with Raheem Stirling claiming  

a hat-trick. 

The next morning it was back to a much 

quieter Etihad Stadium to experience an 

immersive tour. With visits to the changing 

rooms, the Tunnel Club and the dug-out the 

children felt like real VIP’s. The tour finished  

in the press room where everyone had a 

chance to be interviewed with a ‘virtual’ Pep 

Guardiola. It was a wonderful two days and 

the children have asked if they could do it again 

next year.

46 boys and girls taking N5 and Higher Geography travelled to Iceland in the 
first week of the October break. 

The trip began with a visit to the ‘Bridge over two 
continents’ where we all crossed a fissure representing the 
divide between North America and Europe. After visiting 
some nearby bubbling mud pools and steam vents at the 
Gunnuhver Hot Springs, we all faced up to the challenge 
of having to visit to the Blue Lagoon to pamper ourselves 
in the world’s premier spa. The group then travelled 
to a geothermal power plant to learn about how the 
country harnesses the power beneath the surface to create 
electricity and provide hot water. 

On day two the group were all kitted out with crampons 
and ice axes for a morning hike on to the Solheimajokull 
glacier. This was followed by some retail therapy in Vik,  
a chance to see some spectacular coastal scenery on the 
Reynishverfi black sands beach and visit some stunning 

waterfalls. On day three we went off road in a convoy of 
4x4 Super Jeeps to visit the Myrdalsjokull icecap and the 
Thorsmork valley. This adventure ended with a trip to the 
interactive Lava Centre to learn about the science behind 
Iceland’s powerful tectonic forces.

Our final day involved the group following the famous 
Golden Circle route taking in sights like the Kerio volcanic 
crater, Thingvellir National Park, the wonder of Strokkur 
shooting hot water up to 30m high, and the sheer power 
of the Gulfoss waterfall. To end a great trip the group 
enjoyed a relaxing visit to the Secret Lagoon for a final 
relaxing dip in a geothermal pool. All staff involved would 
like to commend the group for their great behaviour 
throughout an enjoyable and active trip.
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Sport

SMC RUGBY MITSUBISHI  
CONFERENCE WINNERS
For the first time, SMC Rugby have won 

the Mitsubishi Motors Whole School Colt 

Conference. 

Since its origin five years ago, winning this 

Conference was an aim of the SMC Rugby 

Programme when it was restructured 

three years ago. To win this Conference is 

particularly special because it involves all teams 

from A-C levels between U13-U18, recognising 

our programme as a whole rather than just 

one team. Congratulations to everyone who 

contributed to our win.

TOPFLIGHT SCHOOLS NATIONS 
HOCKEY TOURNAMENT 

On the 28-29 of October the 1st XI travelled to The 
National Hockey Centre in Glasgow to compete in the 
Topflight School Nations Hockey Tournament. The girls 
faced tough opposition from top schools from England, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and Ireland. MES were 
undefeated in their pool and progressed to the cup final 
vs Banbridge School. After a tense encounter with some 
excellent play and a penalty shoot out, MES unfortunately 
lost but thoroughly deserved their silver medals.

SMC WIN SCOTTISH SCHOOLS’ RUGBY CUP!
In December, crowds of supporters arrived 

at BT Murrayfield Stadium to watch the 

Stewart’s Melville College First XV take on 

George Watson’s in the Scottish Schools’ 

Cup final. Both sides gave it their all with 

SMC eventually coming out on top 24-14  

to lift the Cup and become Champions! 

Head of Rugby, Stuart Edwards, said  

“the attitude of this group is amazing, they 

always work diligently at training to get 

ready for matches”. 

Congratulations to the team and their 

coaches and families for all their hard  

work and support. The ESMS community  

is very proud.

UNDER 16 AND UNDER 18 HOCKEY 
INTER DISTRICT TOURNAMENT
MES East U16 squad members who won silver at the 
Inter District tournament on 14 and 15 September were 
Olivia Morris (4L), Ava Allan (4K), Sophie Atherton (4T), 
Eliza Tetley (4G), Olivia Henderson (4L), Ava Yip (4T).  
Poppy Flockhart (3T), Rebecca Gordon (3K) and Connie 
Roxburgh (3G). 

At the same tournament the Hybrid U16 hockey squad 
members, who were 3rd at the Inter District tournament, 
Millie Mackay (4G) and Kirsten Ede (4A).

East U18 hockey squad members who won gold at the 
Inter District tournament were Lucy Brown (4G and,  
Ava Findlay (5G).

MES 1ST XI HOCKEY UPDATE

U18 INTERNATIONAL SERIES HOCKEY

Grace Drummond, Ellie Mackenzie, Ellie 

Rutherford, Nina Constable and Ava Findlay 

played in the three-match Ireland international 

series in Dublin in early January for the 

Scotland U18 hockey team. Congratulations  

on this excellent opportunity.

HOCKEY SUPER SERIES
Several MES hockey players were selected to 

play in the Scottish Hockey Super  

Series Development event at the end 

of November at Glasgow Green. Some 

represented ‘Glasgow Thunder’ and others 

‘Edinburgh Lightning’. The girls were Ava Yip, 

Ava Findlay, Ellie Rutherford, Ellie Mackenzie, 

Jemima Reed Grace Drummond, Lucy Brown 

and Nina Constable.

The East District 1st XI tournament took place on 
8 November. MES played well throughout the group games 
and were undefeated. In the semi-final vs St George’s they 
were clinical in attack and won 4-0. In the final they 
faced George Watsons, tournament winners for the past  
six years. After an end-to-end encounter the game would 
be decided by running penalties. Goal-keeper Lucy Brown 
saved three penalties and our MES players converted theirs 
to win the tournament.
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SCOTTISH SCHOOLS CUP TENNIS TIE: 
MES V PRESTWICK ACADEMY 
Well done to Jocelyn Bui, Natasha Offord, Lucy Brown 
and Emily Roger on a promising, excellent first  
round victory in the national schools Tennis cup  
over Prestwick Academy in November.

BADMINTON NEWS 
On 22 November a group of young ESMS 

Badminton players enjoyed an active and 

inspiring joint junior/senior school trip to 

the world-class Scottish Open Badminton 

Grand Prix event at the Emirates Arena in 

Glasgow. Well done everyone, you did the 

schools proud. 

Well done to MES Badminton players 

Charlotte Bishop (U14), Ellie Venters (U16) 

and Emmy Todd (U16) who represented 

Edinburgh Schools at the recent Inter-Area 

tournaments. 

THE MARY ERSKINE  
DANCE COMPETITION

The Mary Erskine Dance Competition 
was held on 4 November in the  
Mar Hall. 

It was an open theme for this year’s 

competition, and pupils’ choreography was 

inspired by an array of ideas including bullying, 

LGBT and Climate Change. Performers had 

considered how music, costume and dance 

styles could emphasise their chosen theme. 

The event was judged by Ellen West from 

‘Dance For All’, and Rebecca Hunt, Guest 

Dance Teacher at MES. Both judges were 

impressed at the standard of dancers, and  

how they had tackled their chosen themes. 

Pupils were also delighted to watch a guest 

performance by Ellie Ferguson, winner of  

BBC show The Greatest Dancer.

Marie McFadzean was the runner up for  

the S1-S2 Competition. Billi Black was the 

winner of the S1-S2 competition with her 

dance ‘Dear Future Husband’. 

Abbey Griffin, Emily Hannan and Hannah 

Lydon were the runners up for the S3-S6 

competition. The winners of the S3-S6 

competition were Emma Clarkson, Amy 

Pollock, Stefani Oldcorn and Emily Ward,  

with their dance ‘Toxic’. 

Emma Clarkson was awarded the Noel 

Platfoot Prize for her outstanding performance. 

All girls are looking forward to performing at 

this year’s Kaleidoscope.

DOUBLES TENNIS
Congratulations to Niamh Burns S6 (MES)  

and her mixed doubles partner from GWC  

on their victory in September at the Annual 

Hamilton & Inches Mixed Doubles Tennis

They triumphed over eleven other pairs in this 

annual tournament which was hosted this year 

by MES.

FENCING CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Leon Paul Scottish Schools Individual Championships 
took place on the weekend of 23-24 November in 
Linlithgow. Five Senior School fencers took part in this 
prestigious national competition which drew over 100 
competitors from as far afield as Shetland. 

ESMS Fencing Club Captain Salma Ahmad and came fifth 
in the Senior Girls’ Sabre event, while Co-Captain Anthony 
Smyth, and Harvey Stewart, 4T, battled it out in the Senior 
Boys’ sabre contest. Following poules testing reaction time, 
mental agility, balance and hand-eye co-ordination, Harvey 
emerged third, and was awarded the bronze medal for  
his event.

In the younger age group, Catriona McIntosh (1CF) and 
Owen Griffith-Hagan (1B) scooped bronze medals for the 
Junior Girls’ and Boys’ Foil respectively. This is the first 
time that Catriona has progressed through the poules  
to get into the final eight, so to come third overall was  
a magnificent personal achievement. Catriona and Owen 
both competed in the under-15 category despite only 
being in S1. We shall be watching these young fencers 
closely in the coming years.

CRICKET NEWS
Towards the end of 2019, a number of SMC boys tried out 
for the U14 and U16 Eastern Knights Regional sides. 

Congratulations to Jamie Cain (3G), Daniel Burgess (3L) 
and James Gordon (4L) who have been selected for the 
main squads. The squad will train weekly up until the 
summer where they will then play the two other regions 
over a series of T20’s, 50 and 40 over matches for the 
Regional Championship Trophy. 

Elsewhere, S5 pupil Charlie Peet is currently (until Mid 
February) out in South Africa representing Scotland in  
the U19 Cricket World Cup. The squad flew out in early 
January to Dubai for some pre-tournament training and 
matches before heading to South Africa for two warm  
up matches against the West Indies and Japan. 

In Group B, Scotland will be up against Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Zimbabwe. We wish Charlie the best of luck 
and we look forward to following his progress throughout 
the tournament.
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Sport continued

GOLF NEWS 
On 2 October, 11 MES girls attended the St Leonards 
Tom Morris National Junior Golf Championship. 
Everyone did the school proud with so many playing 
in their first competitive round of golf. Congratulations 
to Kirsty Daly, winner of the girl’s handicap and Fiona 
McGowan, winner of the 9 holes.

ORIENTEERING CLUB
The new ESMS Orienteering Club has been busy since 
starting up in August. Pupils from MES and SMC have 
attended several training events hosted by local clubs.  
The first two meetings were at Beecraigs Country Park  
in Linlithgow. Since then we have been to Davidson’s  
Mains Park, and to Cammo Estate in the west of 
Edinburgh. Pupils choose a course suitable to their level 
and try to navigate their way around this. The aim  
is to run as much as possible, while not forgetting the 
important advice – only run as fast as you can read  
the map! 

Our goal for this year is to enter teams in the Scottish 
Schools’ orienteering festival in June, putting all the skills 
and experience into action, competing against pupils 
from right across Scotland. The next training event is at 
Corstorphine Hill, where we hope local knowledge may 
prove to be an advantage!

RUNNING NEWS by Megan Mckay (S1)

In the past few months, I have been lucky 

enough to compete in many running 

competitions including 800m, 1500m and 

cross country. One of my greatest personal 

achievements so far is being able to compete in 

the inter district cross country meet where  

I was selected to run for East of Scotland.  

It took place on 11 January 2020. Another 

achievement was being picked to represent  

my club (Edinburgh Athletics) in Manchester, 

where I ran the 800m and gained a personal 

best. I have also competed at the Emirates 

Stadium, Glasgow.

SCOTTISH ROWING SCHOOLS  
INDOOR CHAMPIONSHIPS REPORT  
by Captain, Maxwell McKay and Vice-Captain, Chris Johnson

On 22 November 2019, 7 boys from SMC and 2 girls from 
MES travelled to Ravenscraig Sports Centre in Motherwell 
to compete in the Scottish Rowing Schools Indoor 
Championships, the culmination of the Indoor League. The 
team had trained very hard in the months building up to 
the competition to make sure they were in the best shape 
to row against stiff competition. 24 ergonometer machines 
were set up in the hall with many categories, fielding two 
heats. Notable results were Caera Innes winning Bronze, 
Jack Fraser placing 4th, Phoebe Thompson 5th and Chris 
Johnson 9th in their S6 Girls, S2 Boys, S6 Girls and S6 
Boys categories respectively. Overall the team came back 
very proud of these results, with many PB’s being broken.

SCOTTISH SCHOOLS’ GYMNASTICS FLOOR AND VAULT QUALIFIERS

On 10 November six MES pupils and five 

ESMS Junior School pupils competed at 

the Level 4 Scottish Schools’ qualifying 

competition. They performed on the vault 

and the floor with the top eight teams making 

the finals in March. The senior team had some 

tough competition from the best gymnasts in 

the country. The A team finished in 18th place 

and the B team in 22nd. The Junior School 

team finished in 6th place and have qualified 

for the finals day. Congratulations to all of the 

girls who competed with grace, confidence and 

enthusiasm at this prestigious event.

CYCLOCROSS SUCCESS
Congratulations to Oliver Blyth (2G) 

who, on 6 December on the Isle of Mull, 

secured 3rd place in the U14 final round 

of the Scottish Cyclocross series. He had 

already competed in the Black Isle, Falkirk, 

Montrose, Isle of Bute, Dunfermline and 

Knockburn Loch in Aberdeenshire. Never 

out of the top 5, his 3rd place was achieved 

against 42 other competitors. This is a 

gruelling event over hurdles, through  

mud, sand, wind, rain, ice and occasional 

sunshine! Consistency and resilience are  

his constant watchwords.

GB JUNIOR SWIMMING SQUAD
Katie was selected to compete with the GB 

Junior swimming squad at the Ontario Junior 

International Meet in Toronto in December 2019.

The Meet went very well for Katie, where she 

swam three PB’s and won two gold medals; 

one in the 50m Breaststroke and one as part 

of the girls GB junior team, in the 4 x 50m 

Medley Relay.
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ESMS
Sports Centres
Based at Stewart’s Melville College and The Mary Erskine School, 
ESMS Sports Centres offer a wide range of facilities for hire for a variety 
of activities. Open from 5pm weekdays and from 9am at weekends.

Merchant Company Education Board Schools. Registered Charity No. SC009747

Games Hall  
Tennis Courts          
Gym
Holiday Camps

Astro Pitches
Swimming Pool 
Coached Classes                       

0131 347 5800
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